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Background and Overview

Oceanographic research undertaken in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Black
Sea has been the subject of several projects supported by national agencies and
international  organizations [e.g., European Union, Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO, NATO, etc.], during which a
large volume of diverse oceanographic data have been collected. However,
athough the Eagtern Mediterranean and the Black Sea are two interconnected
sub-basins greatly influencing each other, the exchange of scientific information
and data between the various research groups working in the regions has been
somewhat limited.

The present contribution is related to recent activities aiming at promoting
management of oceanographic data and information of the Eagtern
Mediterranean and Black Seas. These activities have been undertaken within the
framework of the Protocol for bilateral Scientific and Technological Cooperation
between Bulgaria and Greece for the years 2005-2007. The overall objective of
the collaboration, in which are involved the National Oceanographic Data
Centres of Bulgaria (Bulgarian Oceanographic Data Center, BGODC) and
Greece (Hellenic Nationa Oceanographic Data Centre, HNODC), is the
egtablishment of scientific and technological bass for the development of a
sysem for banking and managing of a great diversty of marine data and
information, for the both regions.
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Conclusions

The first stage of the scientific and technol ogical co-operation between research
groups of Greece and Bulgaria in the field of management of oceanographic
data and information of the Eastern Mediterranean and Black Seas was
implemented successfully. Significant experience on the modern technologies
was obtained in order to build an advanced integrated interoperable system for
access and visualization of environmental data and information over the
Mediterranean and Black Seas, via the Internet and the WWW. The integration
and visualization of data into an easly accessed interoperable networked
environment is needed in many disciplines for both scientific and management
purposes.
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